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Penile changes due to genital pearling (fang muk)

Zmiany w obrebie pracia zwigzane z procedura genital pearling (fang muk)
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A 41-year-old man of Thai origin was referred to
the Department of Dermatology due to acute, gen-
eralized eczema. Otherwise, the medical history was
unremarkable and the patient denied taking any
medications. Physical examination of external geni-
tal organs revealed multiple, asymptomatic, hard,
subcutaneous nodules, immovable to the underlying
tissue within the penis shaft (Figure 1). The patient
denied any problems with urination and sexual func-
tion. What is worth mentioning, he did not seem to
be concerned about penile lesions. Initially we had
trouble with establishing a diagnosis due to a lan-
guage barrier. After meticulous enquiry the nodules
turned out to be glass beads obtained from a plastic
dispenser placed inside a bottle of vodka, implanted
consecutively within the 2 previous years. Genital
pearling was a very popular procedure among the
patient’s Thai friends and is often performed by non-
professionals, as in the present case. Laboratory tests
including complete blood count, standard biochem-
istry, C-reactive protein, urine analysis, as well as
tests for syphilis, hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis
C virus HCV and human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) were within the normal range or negative. Oral

Figure |. Asymptomatic subcutaneous nodules within the penis
shaft

Rycina . Asymptomatyczne podskdrne guzy w obrebie trzonu prqcia
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prednisone treatment recommended for generalized
eczema proved to be successful. The results of epi-
dermal patch tests performed afterwards were nega-
tive. The patient was asked to bring a sample glass
ball for the follow-up visit (Figure 2). After 6 months
of follow-up he remained asymptomatic.

Genital pearling (genital beading, fang muk, bul-
letus, chagan balls, tancho balls, and penis marbles)
is a body modification procedure which involves in-
serting foreign bodies of different shape, material and
origin into the subcutaneous tissue of genital organs.
The roots of genital pearling probably date back to the
18% century, and originate from the tradition of Japa-
nese yakuza. The name ‘pearling’ derives from pearls
that were originally used for the procedure. Nowa-
days, it is popular in some Asian populations - espe-
cially among men from lower socioeconomic groups
and prisoners [1, 2]. The procedure is performed as

Figure 2. A sample glass bead obtained from a plastic dispenser
placed inside a bottle of vodka used in the procedure in the pre-
sent case

Rycina 2. Szklana kulka uzyskana z plastikowego nalewaka umiesz-
czonego w szyjce butelki od wédki, ktérg wykorzystano do procedury
w opisywanym przypadku
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Genital pearling

a body ornamentation technique or to increase sexual
pleasure. In the present case there were no associated
complications, but possible complications include
local or systemic infection, allergic foreign body re-
sponse, fibrosing leading to pain and erectile dys-
function, and damage to the anatomic structures.

In the differential diagnosis of artificial penile
nodules, cysts, calcification or ossification, sclerosing
lipogranuloma, silicone granuloma, mucocele, and
subcutaneous angiitis should be considered. Never-
theless, the stony hardness of nodules in palpation
usually allows one to confirm the diagnosis [3].

Due to the increasing scale of immigration, similar
cases will probably occur more frequently.
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